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Major Woodward has kindly furnished acopy ofhis Address for publication, in response to
resolutions offered by MajorB. C. McLure, viz.;

Resolved, that the hearty thanks ofthis Association be tendered toMajor Thomas W.
Woodward for his able historical address that has so vividly carried us back tothe times that
tried men's souls.

Resolved, that the Address be printed inpamphlet form for preservation by us and our
descendants; and that the Charleston News and Courier be requested to publish the Address
among its "War Stories."

ADDRESS.

Brother Survivors: The 20th ofDecember, 1860, had come and gone. The Ordinance of
Secession had been ratified, and South Carolina was preparing toput her house in order for
the storm which might soon assail her. Of the causes which led to this action, and ofher right
so to act under the law of the land, I shall not treat on this occasion. These have been written
ofby abler pens than mine, and spoken ofin far more eloquent and convincing language than
I could conunand. If there mere nothing more, it would be enough for all fair-minded men
throughout the world to state that, like the followers ofWashington, we thought we were
right. But even this is unnecessary; for who ishe, unbiassed by prejudice, that witnessed your
deeds ofdevotion and heroism, or that has counted the odds which you encountered, or who
has read ofthe trials and suffering which you socheerfully endured for the Lost Cause, that
dare say these were not the acts ofahigh-imnded, honorable people, guided by conscientious
convictions, and battling for their liberties and their principles? I will leave these matters to
the unprejudiced historian ofthe future, and will at once address myself to the subject
assigned me by your Executive Committee "The Sixth South Carolina Regiment, from its
Formation to die Battle of Dranesville."

A call had been made for troops, and Chester and Fairfield were asked to fumish a battalion
each, offive compames, which, when formed, were tobe united into aregiment under such
officers as should be selected by the ballots of thecommand, and withtheusual staff
appointed by the colonel. The regiment was tobenumbered according to the date ofits
reception into the service ofthe State; and being the sixth formed and accepted, we were
designated theSixth Regiment. Chester furnished theChester Blues, under McLure the
Calhoun Guards, under Secrest; the Chester Guards, under Hardin; the Catawba Guards,
under Straight; and the Pickens Guards, under Moore. Fairfield furnished the Fairfield
Fenciblies, under Rion; the Boyce Guards, under Shedd; theBuckhead Guards, under Means;
theLittle RiverGuards, under Brice; andthe Cedar Creek Rifles, under Harrison. The
regimental organization was completed by the election ofJ. H. Rion tothe colonelcy A. J.
Secrest to the lieutenant colonelcy, and T. W. Woodward to the majority. Our staff consisted
ofJulius Mills, Adjutant; J.J. McLure, Quartermaster; Isaac H. Means, Commissary.; the
venerable and eminent John Douglass, Surgeon; J.D. Palmer, Assistant Surgeon; C. B. Betts,
Chaplain; W. B. Creight, Sergeant-Major; W. S. Rabb, Quartermaster-Sergeant; and J.
Newton Wylie, Conunissary-Sergeant. After the election ofRion tothe colonelcy. First
Lieutenant Bratton was promoted to thecaptaincy of theFencibles, andLieutenant Walker




